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THE VICTUAL BROTHERS.

tence can be gauged by the fact that she begged
from Richard II., king of England, permission to
hire three ships at Lynn for the protection of her
kingdom. In vain, too, on the days when the Hansa
met in council, was this theme discussed. For three
whole years all fishing on Scania had to be aban-
doned. The result was severely felt throughout the
length and breadth of Christian Europe, for herrings
and other Lenten food became rare and costly.

Stronger and stronger grew these pirates, so that

SHIP-BUILDING  IN  THE FOURTEENTH  CENTURY.

at last it was decided to send out an army against
them. Once more recourse was had to a poundage
tax to raise supplies and thirty-five large vessels with
three thousand men were sent to sea in 1394. After
long and arduous struggles they at last broke the power
of the association, but for long afterwards separate
bands of pirates, once members of the mighty gang,
rendered the navigation of these seas a peril.

Legend took possession of these robbers from an